INSECTS AND OTHER PESTS

Moths. (Cifukufuku) are a universal pest. Take usual precautions. Any insect powder will
control them. It is a good idea to put any blankets not in use in tin trunks.

Cockroaches. (Mphemvu) these will breed all over the house especially in cracks and
cupboards. Various insecticides are available for prevention and eradication.

Mosquitoes. (Udzuzu) these breed in stagnant water, even small quantities such as may
be held in a thrown away tin. The anopheles mosquito is the carrier of malaria. It can be
recognised by the angle at which it sits on the wall. Nets should be used at night and in
many places it is necessary to have the house enclosed in wire gauze. It is advisable to
take some form of prophylactic drug.

Ants. The most common kind found in the house are tiny black ants called ‘nyerere’. They
often come in search of water. Any insecticidal powder will kill them. There is also a large
black ant which attacks food, particularly sugar, and which is not so easily killed but can be
dealt with by a DDT/BHC mixture.

Red Driver ants. (Linthumbu) are the really dangerous ones. They attack and eat
anything in their path, and they swarm everywhere. Babies sleeping in prams should be
watched, and houses and hen pens surrounded by insecticidal powder such as a
DDT/BHC dusting powder.

Termites. Or white ants as there are sometimes called (Nchiswe). These attack the
woodwork in the house. Immediate action should be taken before extensive damage is
done. All house sites and foundations should have been treated against them before a
building is erected. Various chemicals are on the market for killing termites and if action is
taken soon enough and with perseverance it should be successful.

Rats (Khoswe). The good old-fashioned trap is effective if subtly placed and there are also
various kinds of rat poison on the market, of which the best is probably Warfarin.

Bats. These can be a menace in certain parts of the country, with their excreta and smell.
Unfortunately there is as yet no sure way of driving them away from a building once they
are established, apart from bat-proofing it. Bat excreta makes excellent manure.

Bees. (Njucii) can be dangerous and should never be allowed to remain in or near a
building for any length of time as the longer they remain the more difficult it is to get rid of
them and prevent others coming. After dark a swarm can be dealt with in safety. Light a
smoke generator, either BHC, or DDT/BHC, and place it within a few feet of the swarm so
that the smoke envelops the swarm. All the bees will be killed. Next morning remove every
trace of the bees, especially any honey or wax, or another swarm may come to the same
place. Paint the area with creosote.



