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I met Rod in early 1966, 
when posted to Souther-
ton from Salisbury 
Central.  He was the 
Admin Sgt and showed 
me to my room on the 
Southerton housing 
estate.
He also introduced me 
later that day to the 
ÒFiddlers CrutchÓ our 
police pub, which I later 
discovered , he was one 
of the founder members.
Rod introduced me to 
darts but I never really 
got the hang of it so 
served my apprenticeship 
under Taffy Byrne, 
propping up the bar!

It was in the same pub that I met Laura, his girlfriend.  We spent many hours chatting and watching 
Rod playing 'just one more game'.
Christmas 1966 I broke my jaw and they came to see me in the old Salisbury Hospital.  Rod bought 
me a large bottle of Coke, which I had a glass, only to discover there was a half bottle of brandy in 
the Coke !
They were married the following year and then Rodney was born and I was honoured to be asked to 
be his Godfather.  Two special events.
We have enjoyed some great times ever since, stationed in Gwelo, holidays in each others homes, 
attending BSAP braai's, the  Annual Dinner, Ireland and many many other memories. The Finnigan 
family and Laura's family were all like my second family. 
Rod was very strict on duty but a good socialite thereafter.  We enjoyed playing football and snook-
er together. He was fiercely protective of his family.
Amongst Rod's many hobbies, he was a collector of medals, coins, stamps, crested china and 
British police badges.
I am proud that I went to Zimbabwe to see Rod in his last days, to support the family when he died 
and attended the cremation and the Memorial Gathering at the Borrowdale Club.

The vast numbers who attended are a tribute to the man I have always called friend.  God Bless you 
Rod...I know you are now in Heaven but we will never forget you.

7211 Peter Biddulph
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The  "Celebration of Life for Norman Reader (7304)" was held on the afternoon of 
the 28th of July 2018 at his lovely property in the Comox Valley on Vancouver 
Island, British Columbia, sadly Norman died on the 10th of July 2018. About 150 
guests attended. When I heard of Norman's death I contacted his son Martin and 
offered my condolences. I was asked by Martin to represent the British South Africa 
Police and give a short talk on what life was like in the BSAP and Rhodesia 50 
years ago. I tried to explain how and why Cecil Rhodes crossed the Limpopo into 
Matabeleland from South Africa with his contingent of prospectors, hunters and 
farmers, how this country was later named Rhodesia after him and how they were 
protected by men of the British South Africa Company Police.

With the assistance from Dave Kennedy 5956 and Edward Ions 7310 and other 
former members of the force I was able to relate a few tales involving PATU patrols and duties in District Branch at Sibank-
wazi where Norman had been stationed. Also some of Norman's life in Bulawayo including acting in Mac Beth plays in the 
Bulawayo Theater. His friends have described him as a very popular figure with a fine voice when accompanying himself on 
his 12 string guitar, also a very useful wing on the rugby field. I explained to the Canadians that rugby was to Rhodesia as 
ice hockey is to Canada.
 
Norman and the Reader family were very proud of his service in the BSAP. On behalf of the British South Africa Police I 
offered my sincere condolences to his wife Patrisha, daughter Cheyla and son Martin.
 
6925 Dave Darby
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